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In Benton County, Habitat for
Humanity works to bring people
together to make decent homes
achievable for everyone in our
community. Founded in 1991,
Benton Habitat has built 36 homes
and done over 30 critical home repairs in partnership with the community and low income families.
Benton Habitat for Humanity
is an affiliate of Habitat for
Humanity International. We are
a community based 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization.

ReStore Corner
The Benton Habitat for Humanity ReStore, located at 4840
SW Philomath Blvd. in Corvallis, is a critical part of making
Benton Habitat’s mission of making decent affordable homes
available to everybody a reality.
You might not know this, but all of your donations of
lightly used household goods and building supplies go DIRECTLY to Benton Habitat’s mission. Every piece of lumber
sold, every microwave purchased, every dining room table
donated is money that supports our building and repair programs.
If you are donating a larger item, just give us a call at
(541) 752-6637 and we’ll send our truck to pick it up!
And, as a huge thank you to everybody who donates and
buys at the ReStore, we have included a special coupon below. Save even more money the next time you visit us!

Wow! You really, really came

Any

With a $20.00 Minimum Purchase

Valid Only At Benton Habitat for Humanity ReStore
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4840 SW Philomath Blvd.
Corvallis, OR 97333

541-752-6637

2017

For a community to be whole
and healthy, it must be based
on people’s love and concern
for each other.
A Family Will Be Getting an Affordable
Home In Corvallis Thanks To YOU!

$10.00 POff
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Spring

middle and low income families are
being forced to pay more in housing
costs annually, leaving less and less for
food, healthcare, and education.
But YOU care, and because of your
support we can build our 38th home in
Benton County!

The Morton Family! Read about their New Habitat Home on Page 2.

expires: 7/30/2017

Benton Habitat for Humanity
4840 SW Philomath Blvd
Corvallis, OR 97333
(541) 752-3354
www.BentonHabitat.org

Benton Habitat Happenings

through this year! Our year end
fundraising was so successful
(thanks to the support of donors
like you) that we were able to turn
around and immediately purchase
a new lot in South Corvallis: Partridge Place.
Our volunteers have kicked
into high gear! The Construction
and Site Development teams are
working on a site plan, Family
Selection is finalizing the next
partner, and Family Support is
interviewing mentors.
To tell you the truth, we were
getting a little worried that we
wouldn’t be able to afford a lot this
year. Prices for land have absolutely SKYROCKETED in Benton
County. Especially in Corvallis.

But… you came through! You answered our call and we will be able
to provide another awesome Habitat
home for a deserving family!
In the coming weeks, we will be
breaking ground at Partridge Place and
introducing the family that we will be
building with.
You KNOW that the cost of housing in our area is high. With vacancy
rates for rentals being low (typically
around 2%), and more and more
housing being focused on students,

Table of Contents
Executive Director’s Column................. 2
Passive Home Nearing Completion ..... 2
ReStore Corner ..................................... 4
The Solar Inclusion Project.................... 3

-Millard Fuller,
Founder of Habitat for Humanity

Benton Habitat for Humanity
follows a special model to help our
families find stability in housing to
help break the cycle of poverty. Our
donors provide all the upfront financing needed to purchase land and
building supplies. Our volunteers work
side by side with the family, providing
free labor. We then set up an affordable
no interest loan (the repayment is set
so it doesn’t exceed 30% of the family’s
monthly income). In the end, we are
able to build simple, decent affordable
homes for a fraction of the market cost.

Thank you
for making
this happen!
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Executive Director’s Column

T

his has been a tremendously exciting and busy year,
and things are not going to slow
down!
I feel very lucky. But we all
know that luck is 1% inspiration and 99% perspiration. The
volunteers and staff have been
working hard to make affordable housing a reality in Benton
County. Some of the recent
highlights include:
•
•
•
•

O
Karen Rockwell

A $100,000 grant from Meyer Memorial Trust to expand
our Home Repair program;
The purchase of “Partridge Place,” a single family lot in
South Corvallis;
Nearing completion on “Kendra” the first-ever Passive
certified house built by a Habitat for Humanity affiliate in
Oregon; and
A Solar Inclusion project that has resulted in three Habitat homes being installed with solar panels, and TWO
MORE homes are slated for installation in 2017!

Right now we are right in the middle of Partner Family Selection for our soon to be built Southtown Corvallis location.
With the enormous need in our community, this is a challenging task. As we near the end of the selection process, I get more
and more excited at the opportunity to help another neighbor
in need. Stay tuned for more details on the newest partner.
Thank you for supporting the work that we are doing.
YOU make Benton Habitat for Humanity successful, and together we are creating sustainable homes that sustain families!

541-752-3354
PS: If you’re interested in getting more frequent updates,
“like” and “follow” our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/BentonHabitatForHumanity OR
sign-up for our new monthly e-newsletter on our website
at www.BentonHabitat.org/SignUp
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Benton Habitat Nearing
Completion on Oregon’s
First Habitat for Humanity
Certified Passive Home!!
ur big project this past year has been the
“Kendra” Passive home. It’s being built in
partnership with our volunteers and Monica
Morton. The home will be for Monica, a single
mother of four wonderful children.
Your donations of both time and money
are going to make Benton County Habitat for
Humanity stand out! We will be the official
first Habitat home in the ENTIRE State of
Oregon to be certified Passive.

What’s a Passive home? The home is constructed using special techniques and materials (like LOTS of insulation) to make the home
ultra-energy efficient. So efficient, in fact, that
the Morton family’s ANNUAL utility costs are
estimated to be around $400!
This project allowed us to combine affordability with environmental sustainability. As
we near completion, we are getting closer to
knowing that we CAN make more changes
to our building practices to continue to seek
ongoing affordability options for our families.
A huge thank you to our amazing construction team, under the direction of our
Construction Committee Chair Don Abbott
and Construction Supervisor Kevin Groh,
who have put in countless hours hammering
out all the details.

BentonHabitat.org/Donate

Home Repair Initiative Gets A
$100,000 Meyer Memorial Trust Boost!

B

The Marys Peak Group of the
Sierra Club Makes Solar Power
Happen On Habitat Homes!

enton Habitat for Humanity is extremely excited to be the recipient of a $100,000 grant from Meyer Memorial Trust to expand
the work we are doing through our Home Repair Initiative.
The Home Repair program has become an essential part of the
work we do. Based on the same model as our New Home program,
our volunteer teams provide critical home repair services (think
roofs, ramps, painting, decking, etc.) for low income homeowners
throughout Benton County. The homeowners repay the cost of the
materials through a no interest loan.

B

The demand has been tremendous, and fortunately Meyer
Memorial Trust is here to help us increase our capacity to meet the
need. The award is for $100,000 ($50,000 two years in a row). It
will fund a Home Repair Coordinator position as well as provide
financing specifically for our repairs on manufactured homes.
We are truly excited about this opportunity to do more! Thank
you to Meyer Memorial Trust and donors like you that make this
work possible.

Remembering Ed Putnam

Ed Putnam, a dear friend of Benton Habitat
for Humanity and our ReStore passed away
in January. Ed Putman was a valuable part
of our operations for many years. We are
so fortunate to have had his guidance and
assistance to help move us forward. Our
thoughts and prayers go out to his family.

enton Habitat for Humanity is COMMITTED to creating Sustainable Homes that
Sustain Families.
Solar power brings the cost of utilities WAY
DOWN and helps save the environment. Most of
our electric power in Oregon comes from fossil
fuels and hydroelectric power plants.
Utilizing solar is a
great way to alleviate the stresses on
the environment.
BUT what is equally
important to Habitat is the cost savings to our families. Now they
have less to spend on utilities, which allows them
to put those savings into things like education,
healthcare, or food.
		 This collaborative community model is
something that we see happening much more in
the future. We hope to install solar on all future
Benton Habitat homes and retrofit as many previously built Habitat homes as possible. The possibilities of renewable energy for our partner families is tremendous! Would you like to get involved
in this project and sponsor a home retrofit? Email
karen@bentonhabitat.org for more information.
Thank YOU Marys Peak Group of the Sierra
Club, Abundant Solar, and Seeds for the Sol. You
are a part of the affordable housing solution and
we are proud to partner with you!

BentonHabitat.org/Donate
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